
PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC
MUSE 625 301

Course Syllabus—Spring Semester, 2021
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PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC
MUSE 625 301 

Spring Semester, 2021 - 3 credits

Instructor:		  Dr. DuWayne C. Dale, dcdale@moreheadstate.edu 
			   114 Baird Music Hall, Phone 606-783-2485
			   dcdale.com 

Office Hours: 		  Due to COVID-19, For Spring 2021, all spring semester office hours are by appointment only.  
			   Request via email to the instructor. 

Class Meeting Time: 	 Online course (3 credit hours). Virtual class meetings, if needed, may be scheduled at a time that 
			   is convenient to both instructor and students.
 
Catalog Description: 	 (3-0-3) A study of the psychological processes upon which musical behavior depends.

Course Description: 	 This is a graduate level course designed to introduce Psychology of Music to practicing or 
			   soon-to-be-practicing music teachers. For the purpose of this course, Psychology of Music will be 
			   considered both a body of knowledge concerning human interactions with the art of music and as a 
			   method for investigating such interactions. Concepts such as musical perception/preference, meaning 
			   in/of music, acoustics, and ability vs. aptitude, among others, shall be explored. Special care will be 
			   given to balancing theory and content of this course with practical applications in real-world teaching. 

Learning Outcomes:	
•	 Students will recognize Psychology of Music as a method for investigating human involvement with music.
•	 Students will become familiar with theorized origins of music, fundamental aspects of sound/acoustics, musical perception 

and preference, musical cognition, the physiology of the human brain, and various other relevant concepts.
•	 Students will demonstrate both an ability to locate research on topics related to the psychology of music and skill in writing 

an annotated bibliography.
•	 Student will identify real-world applications of course content.

Conceptual Framework Outcomes (CFOs): 
The Unit and the faculty within individual programs assess the degree to which its graduates: 
	 1) 	 Master the content knowledge, professional and the twenty-first century skills need to make an optimal contribution 		
		  to “whole” student learning in education settings.
	 2)	 Are competent in the collection and use of data to inform decision-making and to demonstrate accountability for 		
		  student learning.
	 3)	 Demonstrate professional dispositions.
	 4)	 Are culturally competent and understand the regions from which they have come utilizing knowledge and 			 
		  experiences to effectively “bridge the gaps” (economic, achievement, and geographic) ensuring optimal learning for 		
		  all students.
	 5)	 Engage in authentic field experiences in collaboration with committed school-based partners and are empowered to 		
		  improve the quality of education throughout this region and beyond.

Required Texts:		
•	 The Oxford Handbook of Music Psychology, 2nd ed.—Hallam, Cross, and Thaut, eds. ISBN: 978-0-19-881883-0
•	 Music, Thought, and Feeling: Understanding the Psychology of Music—Thompson ISBN: 978-0-19-514085-9
•	 There will be additional required supplemental reading/viewing—provided by instructor



WWEEEEKK DDAATTEESS NNOOTTEESS//DDUUEE RREEAADDIINNGG**
WEEK 1 Jan 19-23 Discussion Board Intro - respond by 11:59pm, 1/20 MTF, CH 1
WEEK 2 Jan. 24-30 MTF CH2 summary due by 11:59pm on 1/28                                    

Ryan-HMP, Part 1 lesson by 11:59pm on 1/30                     
MTF, CH 2

WEEK 3 Jan. 31-Feb. 6 Quiz #1 due by 11:59pm on 2/6 SUPPLEMENT A
WEEK 4 Feb. 7-13 MTF CH3 summary due by 11:59pm on 2/11                     

Amanda-HMP, Part 2 lesson by 11:59pm on 2/13
MTF, CH 3

WEEK 5 Feb. 14-20 MTF CH4 summary due by 11:59pm on 2/18                                    
Hannah-HMP, Part 5 lesson by 11:59pm on 2/20

MTF, CH 4

WEEK 6 Feb. 21-27 Quiz #2 due by 11:59pm on 2/27                                SUPPLEMENT B
WEEK 7 Feb. 28-Mar. 6 MTF CH5 summary due by 11:59pm on 3/4                                 

Ryan-HMP, Part 6 lesson by 11:59pm on 3/6
MTF, CH 5

WEEK 8 Mar. 7-13 MTF CH6 summary due by 11:59pm on 3/11                                   
Amanda-HMP, Part 3 lesson by 11:59pm on 3/13

MTF, CH 6

WEEK 9 Mar. 14-20 Quiz #3 due by 11:59pm on 3/20 SUPPLEMENT C
WEEK 10 Mar. 21-27 MTF CH7 summary due by 11:59pm on 3/25                          

Hannah-HMP, Part 2 lesson by 11:59pm on 3/6
MTF, CH 7

WEEK 11 Mar. 28-Apr. 3 MTF CH8 summary due by 11:59pm on 4/1                                         
Ryan-HMP, Part 7 lesson by 11:59pm on 4/3

MTF, CH 8

WEEK 12 Apr. 4-10 Quiz #4 due by 11:59pm on 4/10 SUPPLEMENT D
WEEK 13 Apr. 11-17 MTF CH9 summary due by 11:59pm on 4/15                                 

Amanda-HMP, Part 8 lesson by 11:59pm on 4/17
MTF, CH 9

WEEK 14 Apr. 18-24 MTF CH10 summary due by 11:59pm on 4/22                                        
Hannah-HMP, Part 9 lesson by 11:59pm on 4/3

MTF, CH 10

WEEK 15 Apr. 25-May 1 RESEARCH WEEK                                                                    
Quiz #5 due by 11:59pm on 5/1

As needed for final project

WEEK 16 May 2-7 Submit annotated bibliography by 11:59pm on 
Wednesday, May 5th

MMUUSSEE  332255::  PPSSYYCCHHOOLLOOGGYY  OOFF  MMUUSSIICC——CCOOUURRSSEE  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW

* MTF = Music, Thought, and Feeling ; HMP = The Oxford Handbook of Music Psychology



AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt DDeessccrriippttiioonn PPooiinnttss
Discussion Board 
Into

Students will respond to the introductory discussion board prompt found on 
our course Blackboard page under Discussions. DDuuee  bbyy  1111::5599ppmm  oonn  11//2200

0

HMP Lessons Students will read and prepare a virtual lesson over two sections of their 
assigned Part of the Oxford Handbook of Music Psychology. VVaarriioouuss  dduuee  ddaatteess  
--  sseeee  tthhee  CCoouurrssee  OOvveerrvviieeww  ffoorr  yyoouurr  aassssiiggnneedd  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ddaatteess

100 
(3x33)

Quizzes Students will be given a take-home quiz to complete. Quizzes will cover the 
content of the previous week's reading as well as the content of the 
supplemental material given the same week as the quiz, and the most recent 
HMP student-created lesson. TThheerree  aa  ffiivvee  qquuiizzzzeess  iinn  aallll  --  sseeee  tthhee  CCoouurrssee  
OOvveerrvviieeww  ffoorr  iinnddiivviidduuaall  qquuiizz  dduuee  ddaatteess..

100 
(20x5)

MTF Chapter 
Summaries

Students will summarize and discuss practical applications of chapters from 
Music, Thought, and Feeling: Understandng the Psychology of Music . SSeeee  tthhee  
CCoouurrssee  OOvveerrvviieeww  ffoorr  ssppeecciiffiicc  cchhaapptteerr  ssuummmmaarryy  dduuee  ddaatteess..

100 
(10x10)

Annotated 
Bibliography

Students will locate twenty research citations relevant to a topic related to the 
Psychology of Music (students will choose from among topics on a provided 
list). They will then create an APA-formatted annotated bibliography and 
submit, along with full PDFs of all source material.  DDuuee  bbyy  1111::5599ppmm  oonn  55//55.

100

MMUUSSEE  332255——AASSSSIIGGNNMMEENNTT  AANNDD  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW

Late Work Policy:		
•	 Assignments have a specific due date and time; any work submitted after the due date/time will be considered late 
•	 Late work will be accepted for 24 hours following the due date/time.  The work will be graded, but the grade for all 

late work will be reduced by 50%. Neither Discussion Board assignments nor MTF Chapter Summary dates/times may 
be missed.  The related threads in Blackboard are scheduled to close on the published due date/time and will not be 
reopened for any reason.

•	 Work submitted more than 24 hours past the due date/time will not be graded and will receive a grade of “0.” 



Grading: 
Students’ progress in the course will be assessed through a point system. All assignments will be assessed based on 
content and professionalism. Specific criteria will always be provided at the time of assignment. 

Grading Scale:
	 A	 =	 358-400 points		  (90-100%)
	 B	 =	 318-357 points		  (80-90%)
	 C	 =	 278-317 points		  (70-79%)
	 D	 =	 238-277 points		  (60-69%)
	 E	 =	 0-237 points		  (0-59%)

Note - point totals include rounding; total available points for the course as well as the listed 
ranges for designated letter grades may vary if course assignments are adjusted

Specialty Professional Organization (SPA): 	 National Association of Schools of Music (NASM)

Academic Honesty:	  	 All students at Morehead State University are required to abide by accepted standards of 	
				    academic honesty.  Academic honesty includes doing one’s own work, giving credit for the 	
				    work of others, and using resources appropriately.  Guidelines for dealing with acts of 	
				    academic dishonesty can be found in the academic catalog. 

ADA Statement:		  Students with disabilities are entitled to academic accommodations and services to 	
				    support their access and safety. The Office for Disability Services in 109-J Enrollment 	
				    Services Center coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with documented 	
				    disabilities. Although a request may be made at any time, services are best applied when 	
				    they are requested at or before the start of the semester. Please contact Disability 		
				    Services at 606-783-5188 or e.day@moreheadstate.edu or visit their website at 		
				    www.moreheadstate.edu/disabilitv

* As this course is presented online and there are no on-campus or classroom meetings, the Campus Safety and Classroom 
Environment statements have been omitted.  These are available to students on request.

“Community Engagement: A Light to and from the Mountains” 
The Professional Education Unit at Morehead State University delivers rigorous, high quality programs that prepare professionals 
informed by best national and international scholarship, plus research, literature, and experiences specific to Appalachia-preparing 
professionals to improve the schools, quality of life, and the communities in which they live and serve. This statement is not only the 
strategic mission for the College, but it also incorporates the conceptual framework that guides all our activities.




